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6 April 1955 

% 

MEMORANDUM FOR AMBASSADOR COLLINS 

Subject ! Cabinet Reaction to Tour Proposals, 6 April 


1. Met President Diem at his request at noon today. He had been 
t alk ing with Paul Stum and asked that I wait until he talked to 

his Cabinet Ministers, He left the Cabinet meeting at 1220 and told 
me the following: 


2. The Cabinet Ministers, particularly the two Cao Dai Ministers 
ana two others (un-named), were firm that the atmosphere is completely 
unfavorable for the government to try a political solution. First, 

Sang must be arrested or removed. If the President does not want to 
arrest Sang himself, then this should be dons by the Minister of the 
interior, This is an administrative matter. The Ministers are opposed 
to the suggestion of Ambassador Collins through Mr Stum that Bao Dai 
* ^ e ?°^ V9 bb is Question; if the government has to turn to the 
Chief of State every time a civil service employe/* (functionary) has 
to be fired, then there can be no effective government. 


3, The Binh Xuyen clandestine radio last night was broadcasting that 
the government was seeking a truce with the Binh Xuyen, The Ministers 
said that this is very demoralizing. The people think that the govern- 
ment is so weak that it is knuckling under to the Binh Xuyen. They 

said that this psychological warfare is disastrous to the government, 
since the government is the target, 

4« The Cabinet Ministers said that the President should ask the 
French and Americans to undertake either of two actions immediately: 
a/, give written notes to President Diem that the French and Americans 
had requested that the fighting be stopped (and permit Diem to announce 

or > the -French and Americans should announce to the public 
that they are the ones who have wanted the operations stopped. 




O 



(D 

Q 

LU 

Z 



a ^ Cabinet Ministers smiled when the President mentioned a truce 
due to Holy Week, pointing out that this was an Anglo-Saxon or Christian 
poncept and not suitable for South Vietnam# Diem said that he did not 
try out the speech on them which had been given to Mm by Paul Stum* 
he is certain that the remaining Cabinet Ministers would resign in their 
present mood, if they thought he planned to use the speech 0 


6# Huu, Minister of Health, said he was completely against the Binh 
Xuyen, but suggested that the Cabinet be re-worked due to havinp 6 
members who have resigned# 
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copies to: General 0< Daniel 

Mr Cooley 
Mr Kidder 


EDWARD G LANSDAIE 
Colonel USAF 
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